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Descriptive Summary 
 Creator: McCowan Family 
 Title: McCowan Family Papers 
 Dates: 1848-circa 1866 
 
Creator 
Abstract: 
Alabaman James McCowan (1808-1852) and his wife Elizabeth H. 
Greene (1815-1866) immigrated to Texas with their children sometime 
between 1839 and 1845. The family settled in Harrison County. In some 
sources, the family surname is spelled McCown. 
 
Content 
Abstract: 
The collection contains correspondence, financial records, and legal 
documents. Included is an 1850 letter from Sam Houston to James 
McCowan commenting on an unnamed newspaper. Two tax receipts list 
the lands owned by James McCowan and his estate. Legal documents 
refer to McCowan's estate and that of his wife, Elizabeth. 
 Identification: Doc 5194 
 Extent: 5 items (5 folders) 
 Language: Materials are in English. 
 Repository: DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
 
Biographical Note 
James McCowan was born in Alabama on 1808 February 11. He married Elizabeth H. 
Greene, who was born in South Carolina or Alabama on 1815 August 20, in Alabama on 
1832 July 19. The couple had five children who survived to adulthood: David Conroe, 
Eugenia, Jerome, James, and Sampson. They may have also had three children who died as 
infants.  
The McCowan family immigrated to Texas sometime between 1839 and 1845 and settled in 
Harrison County, where James became a planter with more than fifty slaves and the owner 
of the Marshall Hotel. He also served in the first Texas State Legislature. James McCowan 
died in Harrison County on 1852 July 6. His widow married William T. Fortson on 1855 
February 22. Elizabeth McCowan Fortson died in DeSoto Parish, Louisiana, on 1866 
August 21; her husband died around the same time. 
In some sources, the family surname is spelled McCown. 
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Scope and Content Note 
The collection contains correspondence, financial records, and legal documents. Included is 
an 1850 letter from Sam Houston to James McCowan commenting on an unnamed 
newspaper. Two tax receipts list the lands owned by James McCowan and his estate. Legal 
documents refer to McCowan's estate and that of his wife, Elizabeth. 
 
Restrictions 
Access Restrictions 
No restrictions. The collection is open for research. 
Usage Restrictions 
Please be advised that the library does not hold the copyright to most of the material in 
its archival collections. It is the responsibility of the researcher to secure those rights 
when needed. Permission to reproduce does not constitute permission to publish. The 
researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright, literary 
property rights, and libel. 
 
   
Index Terms 
  
 Personal Names 
  McCowan family. 
  McCowan, James, 1808-1852. 
  Fortson, Elizabeth McCowan, 1815-1866. 
  Houston, Sam, 1793-1863. 
 Locations 
  Harrison County (Tex.) 
  De Soto Parish (La.) 
 Genres/Formats 
  Family papers. 
  Correspondence. 
  Estate records. 
  Receipts. 
 
Administrative Information 
Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item], McCowan Family Papers, 1848-circa 1866, Doc 5194, DRT 
Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio. 
Acquisition Information 
Sam Houston letter donated by Jimmie Morgan. The donor of the remaining documents 
in the collection and the date of acquisition are unknown. 
Processing Information 
Processed by Warren Stricker, 1997 June. 
Finding aid edited and encoded by Tom D'Amore, 2011 June. 
Finding aid updated by Rebeka Delgado, 2020 April. 
 
 Detailed Description of the Collection 
              
McCowan Family Papers, 1848-circa 1866 
  The items are arranged chronologically. 
Folder              
1   Receipt: to James McCowan, Marshall, Texas, taxes on property in Montgomery and Harrison Counties, 1848 October 10. 
Folder              
2   Letter: Sam Houston, Washington, to James McCowan, 1850 January 7.  
Folder              
3   Receipt: Harrison County Assessor and Collector to E. H. McCowan, executrix of James McCowan estate, taxes, 1854 April 17. 
Folder              
4   Inventory: property of Mrs. Fortson from estate of James McCowan, undated.  
Folder              
5   Petition: heirs of Elizabeth Fortson vs. Reuben Mundy, administrator, De Soto Parish, Louisiana, circa 1866. 
 
